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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects foT purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Arledge, Jr. et al 
(U.S. patent 6,535,294) 

Regarding claim 1 ,8-10 Arledge, Jr. et al disclose: A printing materials 
production supporting apparatus comprising: a definition reception section (please note 
Fig.2 item 220, column 8 lines 63-67 and column 9 lines 1-15) receiving a definition of a 
job representing one work consisting of a series of steps for producing one printing 
material (please note column 4 lines 9-13) a definition of a work flow representing 
procedures for executing the job (please note column 10 lines 1 1-28) and input of 
information on a client executing the job together with a predetermined customer 
(please note column 3 lines 40-54 and also column 19 lines 1-13) from a terminal of the 
predetermined customer among a plurality of terminals connected through a 
communication line (please note column 9 lines 59-67 also note Fig.1 items 101s where 
plurality of users are capable of logging in to the system to order printing) a 
customer/client management section managing information on said customer and the 
information on said client (please note Fig. 5 item 309 where the user would login to the 
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client, column 12 lines 48-67 and column 13 lines 1-14) a progress management 
section managing a progress status of the job received by said definition reception 
section for each job (please note Fig.20 column 19 lines 14-25) and a file management 
section (please note Fig.2 items 220 and 260) managing a substantial file storing data 
available as the printing material or data available as a part of the printing material 
relating to the job received by said definition reception section for each job (please note 
Fig.2 items 220 and 260 column 8 lines 63-67 and column 9 lines 1-27). 

Regarding claim 2 Arledge, Jr. et al disclose: The printing materials production 
supporting apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: an upload count section 
counting the number of times of upload of the substantial file by said customer and said 
client (please note column 3 lines 55-67 and column 4 lines 1-9). 

Regarding claim 3 Arledge, Jr. et al disclose: The printing materials production 
supporting apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: a preflight rule download section 
downloading rules necessary to execute a preflight processing for verifying whether the 
data stored in the substantial file is appropriate data for printing to said customer and 
said client (please note column 12 lines 48-67 and column 13 lines 1-14). 

Regarding claim 4 Arledge, Jr. et al disclose: The printing materials production 
supporting apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said definition reception section 
receives designation of privileges of the client by said customer (please note column 3 
lines 40-54) and said customer/client management section manages the information on 
the customer and the information on the client including information on the privileges of 
the customer; and the printing materials production supporting apparatus approves 
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access from the client in a range of the privileges authorized to the client (please note 
column 13 lines 14-53). 

Regarding claim 5 Arledge, Jr. et al disclose: The printing materials production 
supporting apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said definition reception section 
receives designation of an operator operating the terminal and designation 
of privileges of the operator and said customer/client management section manages 
information on the operator including information on the privileges of the operator as 
well as the information on the customer and the information on the client; and the 
printing materials production supporting apparatus approves access from the operator 
in a range of the privileges authorized to the operator (please note column 13 lines 33- 

54) . 

Regarding claim 6 Arledge, Jr. et al disclose: The printing materials production 
supporting apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: an asset management section 
managing the substantial file storing data available as the printing material or data 
available as a part of the printing material for each customer and a first transfer section 
transferring the substantial file managed by said file management section to said asset 
management section in accordance with an instruction (please note column 1 1 lines 24- 

55) . 

Regarding claim 7 Arledge, Jr. et al disclose: The printing materials production 
supporting apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: an asset management section 
managing the substantial file storing the data available as the printing material or data 
available as a part of the printing material for each customer and a second transfer 
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section transferring the substantial file managed by the asset management section to 
said file management section in accordance with an instruction with the job being 
designated (please note column 4 lines 9-34). 
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The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (703) 305-4863. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, or (703) 308-9052 (for formal communications; please 
mark 

"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 
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(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 
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